University of North Florida

UNF Digital Commons
Documents from the Duval Medical Center,
University Hospital Collection

Duval Medical Center, University Hospital,
Jacksonville, Florida Collection

3-13-1969

Correspondence: from George D. Wood to G. Dekle Taylor,
1969-03-13
George D. Wood

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unf.edu/dmcuc
Part of the Business Commons, and the Health and Medical Administration Commons

Recommended Citation
Wood, George D., "Correspondence: from George D. Wood to G. Dekle Taylor, 1969-03-13" (1969).
Documents from the Duval Medical Center, University Hospital Collection. 32.
https://digitalcommons.unf.edu/dmcuc/32

This Archival Material is brought to you for free and open
access by the Duval Medical Center, University Hospital,
Jacksonville, Florida Collection at UNF Digital Commons.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Documents from the
Duval Medical Center, University Hospital Collection by an
authorized administrator of UNF Digital Commons. For
more information, please contact Digital Projects.
© 3-13-1969 All Rights Reserved

-·-

UNIVERSAL, INCo
828

SAN MARCO BLVD.

P. 0. Box �
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

5823

32207

March 13,1969

G.Dekle Taylor, M.D.
Marshal Taylor Doctors Building
Jacksonville, Florida
Dear Dr. Tayloit.':
I enjoyed reading the magazine article by Mark M. Ravitch, M.D. From a laymen's view
point, he seems to have an unusual grasp of the situation as of yesterday, to-day and
to-morrow.
He has inspired me to write the following.
We do not have the long range perrogatives on some of the problems he has outlined be
cause the Duval Medical Board and the community were committed, when the bond issue was
accepted by the public and the new facilities were started. It is now our responsibility
to make these facilities and operations a success, beginning now.
When the bond issue was sold, I bought some of these bonds for I felt it a civic duty.
At that time, there were no plans that I could ascertain, where the operating money
was coming from to run a facility approximately twic� the size of the old one. If this
is not a problem, it is certain to become one in the future unless there is some careful
thought and planning given. We have just gone through the difficulties with our schools
caused by the same chain of events. I ment�on this so everyone will be aware of the
magnitude of the situation and all will be on their toes and be aware of the problems before
we are faced with them.
It would appear that it would be very desirable to increase the paying patients and these
paying patients should come from all levels of society in the community.
If, this be so, an entirely different image will have to be created for these facilities.
It might be conceivable that the name be changed.
It could well be that the most important single item will be in creating this new image
for these facilities be done by advertising. I believe one's first reaction is newspaper
and television. There is another powerful force whic. wo- ld lay the ground work for
any other action taken, and that is, doctors appearing before different civic organi
zations and describing these wonderful facilities and the benefits to be derived. Each
one of these talks would normally get news coverage.
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The time to create this image is now. The image will not be created overnight and you
will never have a better opportunity than starting to-day before these facilities are
put into operation and you immediately are faced with the problems.
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I see no reason why the other hospitals should not take some charity patients as they
also are subsidized, to some extent, by the Federal Government, United Fund and possibly
other sources.
rt is reasonable to assume that it will be nearly impossible for the federal government
not to extend further help through the existing Medicare program. Of course, the timing
is a question mark.
Lets look at the postive factors that we have going for us, will you accept the CHALLENGE
to make this hospital into a Leahy Clinic, Mayo's, John Hopkins or Oschner Clinic? You
can do this, as I believe you have as good medical brains as there is in the country and
with tying this in with our State Medical School in Gainesville - this would make it
a natural. We have the brains and ability to do this.
What would this do for Jacksonville and its citizens, for instance, Rochester exists
by virtue of the medical facilities there; it means tens of thousands of people coming
to Jacksonville; it would mean better care for the citizens of Jacksonville and it would
ensure a training program for doctors and nurses.
Last but not least, you would be
proud to be on the team of a hospital of this kind.
You know this is entirely possible.

You have the answers.
Very truly yours,

GDW:sdw
CC: Mr. Michael Wood
Executive Director
Duval Medical Center

